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By Matt Heilman

When population estimates
for the 2010 U.S. Census were
released in July, the numbers
showed that some of the most
signiycant growth in the state
from 2000 to 2010 occurred in
north Sedgwick County.

In early March, the ofycial
population count was released.
Bel Aire, Valley Center, Park
City and Kechi saw growth
that ranked toward the top of
the population counts for cities
in south-central Kansas.

From 2000 to 2010, Census
results show that Kechi was the
second fastest growing city in
the area during the yrst decade
of the millennium, jumping 84
percent from 1,038 residents to
1,900.

Kechi Mayor Bob Jackson
said the growth started with
new housing developments in
the mid-1990s and remained
steady until the economic
downturn hit the area about
three years ago. Since 2008,
Kechits population has pla-
teaued, Jackson said.

Valley Center was the yfth
fastest growing city in the
Wichita area, increasing by
1,939 residents to a population
of 6,822.

Park City was the seventh
fastest growing city in the area
with a population increase of
1,483 residents. The 26 percent
jump showed Park Cityés 2010
population to be 7,297 resi-
dents.

Bel Aire was the 11th fastest
growing city in the Wichita
area with an increase of 933
residents. The 16 percent in-
crease brought Bel Airets 2010
population to 6,769.

The next census, which
will be conducted in 2020, is
expected to show signiycantly
more growth for all four cities
with more housing, new busi-
nesses and new schools. Of the
four, Bel Aire is likely to see
the most growth between 2010
and 2020.

In 2010, the census cham-
pion was Goddard, whose
population more than doubled
from 2000 to 2010. Depend-
ing on how well the economy
recovers from the downturn,
Bel Aire could boast fiGoddard
type numberso in the next
decade, Bel Aire City Manager
Ty Lasher said.

Along with business devel-
opment, including expansion
expected in the Tierra Verde
development near 47th North
and Webb Road, Bel Aire is
expected to consistently attract
new residents with two new
USD 259 schools in the city
that will open in 2012. The
schools are currently Bel Aireds
biggest draw to market new
homes in the city.

fiYou can see the potential
there, but wedll have to see
what the economy does,0 Bel
Aire Mayor Harold Smith said.

As has been well document-
ed, Bel Airefs very survival is
reliant on growth. About this
time last year, the city didn6t
rule out the possibility of los-
ing its charter in the face of
a near $19 million debt from
land purchases.

In 2010, Smith and for-
mer Bel Aire Assistant City
Manager Matt Stiles worked
out a long-term plan to pay
off the debt without impact-
ing city services and keeping
incremental tax hikes to a
minimum.

While encouraged by his
citybs potential, Smith empha-
sized itbs important for Bel
Aire to grow the right way.

City leaders hope for Bel
Aire to keep its small-town at-
mosphere with family-friendly
residential growth accompa-
nying new commercial and
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industrial businesses.

fiMy hope is that we have
a more balanced community
than in the past,0 Smith said.
filn the past, we have been a
residential, bedroom commu-
nity.o

In the past few months,
there has been progress with
residential and business devel-
opment thatés slowly starting
to break apart the cloud of debt
hanging over the city.

As of late March, Lasher
said a California-based alterna-
tive energy company, called
the Energy Tunnel, still had
plans to begin production of
an alternative energy generator
within the next couple years
in Bel Aire, utilizing space in
Tierra Verde and the neighbor-
ing industrial park.

In preparation for industrial
business on about 800 acres
along 53rd North between
Webb Road and Greenwich,
Lasher tried to win a grant to
construct a railroad spur in the
park, building off a rail line.

The spur would allow large
industrial units to be shipped
by rail directly from the indus-
trial park.

Lasher said the Kansas
Department of Transportation
recently decided it would like
to see development begin on
an industrial business before
Bel Aire would receive fund-
ing for the railroad spur, but
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he remained optimistic with
the industrial parkés potential,
expected to begin with the
Energy Tunnel.

Even with a lack of tangible
progress in Tierra Verde and
the industrial park to this point,
residential growth is expected
soon. In late March, Lasher
announced that the city had
closed on a new subdivision on
the south side of 53rd Street,
across the street from the new
high school at the northeast
corner of 53rd and Rock Road.

The subdivision will be
built on about 70 acres and
primarily include starter homes
in the $130,000 to $150,000
range with some multi-family
homes consisting of duplexes.

In mid-March, the Bel Aire
City Council approved a mar-
keting incentive to boost home
sales in the four-phase Central
Park development.

Time will tell if an upswing
over the last several months
is the start of fiGoddard-like
growtho for Bel Aire.

Smith said hefs fipretty darn
optimistico about Bel Aireds
outlook for growth, as long as
the economy improves over
the next decade.

fiDriving around, | realized
how Bel Aire is well posi-
tioned, with Wichita developed
about as far northeast as it can
00,0 Smith said. filf something
busts lose, webre ready.0
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By Matt Heilman

Bel Airets future looks brighter than it did about a year ago,
but therefs still a lot of land to be sold for the city to overcome
its debt. City leaders have been forced to play an active role
in working alongside developers and real estate agents to
market available lots and new homes. To boost home sales in
the Central Park development, which includes four phases as
well as the campus for Bel Aire City Hall and the cityts police
department, the city council approved an incentive for new
homebuyers.

At its March 15 meeting, the council approved a special
marketing incentive that includes a promotion to provide free
water and sewer service to new homeowners in Central Park
for up to six months, or a maximum of $2,000.

Bel Aire City Administrator Ty Lasher said real estate
company J.P. Weigand is on board to offer the incentive to
new homebuyers in Central Park for homes sold through May
31. Lasher said the spring parade of homes begins in early

See SALES, Page 5
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By Matt Heilman

The Bel Aire City Council has extensively discussed two
new USD 259 schools in Bel Aire and the opportunities they
will bring to the city, including the potential to draw new
residents and commercial development.

While thereds optimism surrounding the K-8 school near
53rd North and Woodlawn and the high school near 53rd
North and Rock Road, questions remain about the schools,
which are scheduled to open in the fall of 2012. The two
that seem to be asked most often are what the names of the
schools will be and where district boundaries will be set.

At its Feb. 22 meeting, the council discussed making a
formal request to the Wichita school district to include all of
Bel Aire in the schoolsd boundaries. On March 1, the council
took action by approving a resolution that gives all students
within the corporate limits of Bel Aire the opportunity to at-
tend the same school. The resolution was sent to USD 2509.

In the resolution, prepared by the cityés attorney, Lee
Parker, thereds mention of a resolution from September
2007, which supported allowing students in Bel Aire to at-
tend a single school. The 2007 resolution was approved by
the council 4-1 after three months of dialogue with Bel Aire
residents.

The resolution adopted by the council on March 1 more
or less amends or builds off of what the council passed in
2007, Parker said.

The council passed the resolution 3-0. Council members
Dave Austin and Gary Breault were absent from the March 1

meeting.
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By Matt Heilman

The Sunrise Christian Academy
boysb basketball team doesnét get
many headlines locally. Sunrise is a
private school that isnét afyliated with
the Kansas State High School Ac-
tivities Association. While the school
canft challenge for a state champion-
ship without the KSHSAA afyliation,
the Buffaloes have bigger ysh to fry.

The team is built around a com-
bination of local talent and foreign-
exchange student athletes who bring
some national attention to the faith-
based school.

fiWe get more recognition nation-
ally than we do locally,0 Sunrise coach
and athletic director Kyle Lindsted
said. i Winning a state title is great,
but look at the opportunities we get to
have.0

This season, the team was led by a

trio of international stars who each are
likely to play NCAA Division I basket-
ball after their days at Sunrise.

Buddy Hield is a 6-foot-4 shoot-
ing guard from the Bahamas who has
fiinterest from all over the country,0
Lindsted said.

Gabriel Olaseni is a 6-10 center
from London, England, who Lindsted
said is considering offers from Auburn,
lowa, Mississippi and Oklahoma.

Eric Katenda is a French Camer-
oonian who is considering offers from
Wake Forest, Georgia Tech, Notre
Dame and lowa, Lindsted said.

fiebve had coaches from probably
40 Division | schools come in to watch
us practice,0 Lindsted said.

This winter, Sunrise traveled to
several tournaments across the country
and found success most of the way,
ynishing 24-4 against some of the
best private and public schools in the

nation.

fiWe tried to do a lot more national-
type tournaments this year than we
have in the past, oLindsted said.

Sunrise only competed in two
tournaments in Kansas this year, one
in Colby and one in Olathe. The Buf-
faloes were undefeated against Kansas
opponents this year, including a 50-49
win Dec. 9 against Olathe South,
which was ranked in Class 6A at the
time.

Sunrise began its season in late No-
vember with an invitation to the Fan-
tasy of Light Tournament in Wichita
Falls, Texas. The Buffaloes ynished
third in the tournament that Lindsted
said featured some of the best public
school teams in Texas. In the season-
opening tournament, the Buffaloes suf-
fered their yrst loss to Estacado High
School from Lubbock, Texas.

Estacado went on to compile a 34-2

record on the season.

fiEstacado, last | looked, was ranked
like 23rd in the country,0 Lindsted
said.

Leading up to the holiday break,
Sunrise ynished third at the Kreul
Classic in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The
Buffaloes lost their yrst game to one of
Floridads top-ranked teams before they
rebounded to reel off three straight
wins.

Sunrise concluded its season in
early March with a bronze bracket
championship of the NACA Tourna-
ment in Dayton, Tenn. NACA, which
stands for National Association of
Christian Athletes, hosted the tourna-
ment that consisted of some of the
top Christian schools in the nation,
Lindsted said.

Lindsted said the Buffaloes nar-
rowly lost the yrst game of the NACA
Tournament before they rebounded

to win their bracket. Coincidentally,
Sunrise defeated Word of Life in the
bronze bracket championship in Ten-
nessee. Word of Life is a north Wichita
private school that is about 10 miles
from Sunrise. Word of Life is also a
strong basketball program.

On the season, Word of Life
boasted wins over the likes of Maize
and Emporia.

While his teams gain valuable
experience and exposure at national
tournaments, Lindsted said he enjoyed
playing teams in Kansas. There is
one team in particular Lindsted said
hedd like to play, Wichita Heights, the
three-time defending 6A champion in
Kansas.

Heights is just a few miles west of
Sunrise.

filod love to play them,0 Lindsted
said. fiEven if they want to set some-
thing up now, letés do it.0






