
By Matt Heilman

At its Jan. 18 meeting, the Bel Aire City 
Council unanimously approved a debt-solu-
tion plan Mayor Harold Smith introduced in 
November. 
Last spring, 
the debt on 
about 1,600 
acres of 
undeveloped 
city-owned 
land in Bel 
Aire was 
reported 
to be near 
$19 mil-
lion. Thereôs 
optimism 
looking to-
ward future 
development 
in Bel Aire, 
but the city 
canôt afford 
to wait and 
hope for 
good things 
to happen.

Smithôs 
debt-solu-
tion plan 
approved by 
the council 
has Bel Aire 
projected 
to be out 
of debt in 
25 years if land sales go as expected. If sales 
are better than projected, the debt could be 
relieved in less than 25 years, and it will take 
longer than 25 years if land sales go slower 
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Bill format 
to change 

Due to privacy issues 
and convenience, utility 
bills will switch from 
the post card format 
to letters delivered in 
envelopes, starting this 
month. 

In addition to con-
venience, City Manager 
Ty Lasher said more 
information could be 
available on water bills 
with the envelope for-
mat, including charts for 
residents to see water 
usage over a 12-month 
stretch and an explana-
tion of whatôs involved 
with the utility bills.

For more informa-
tion, contact the cityôs 
utility clerk, Jamie 
Hayes, at 744-2451, 
extension 132. 

By Matt Heilman

The ýrst company expected 
to build in the ýrst phase of Bel 
Aireôs Tierra Verde development is 
looking to be on the cutting edge of 
one of the worldôs fastest-growing 
industries, alternative energy. En-
ergy Tunnel Inc., based in Southern 
California, is planning to move 
to the Wichita area in about six 
months and eventually begin full-
time operation in the Heartland.

Tierra Verde is near Webb Road 
along 47th North.

When the Energy Tunnel gets 
started in Bel Aire ð potentially 
by the end of 2011 ð production 
will begin on alternative energy 
generators. Whatôs in mind is 
different than the wind turbines 
manufactured at the Siemens plant 
in Hutchinson.

Energy Tunnel president Billy 
Graham wouldnôt go into much 
detail about the mechanism, which 
is still in the research and develop-

ment phase, but he described it as 
a ñwind generator that doesnôt rely 
on the wind to blow.ò

By using forced air, wind is 
created in a tunnel rather than with 
elevated turbines. The ñtunnel 
technologyò isnôt affected by or 
dependent on the weather, Graham 
said.

ñEverything we do is in a tun-
nel,ò Graham said. ñéThe big 
thing for us is we can produce 
power 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.ò

Several large energy compa-
nies are gradually shifting their 
focus from fossil fuels to pos-
sibilities with alternative energy. 
Graham said he wasnôt interested 
in competing with companies like 
Siemens, just increasing efýciency 
and showing whatôs possible with 
new technology building off whatôs 
already established.

ñWeôre not trying to go out 
there to blow a lot of smoke,ò he 
said. ñWe just want to get off the 

ground and show what we can do.ò
Graham didnôt say much about 

the size and power of the tunnels, 
but he said initial production would 
likely be on mobile units in 40-foot 
shipping containers potentially 
capable of supplying between 85 
and 100 kilowatts of power.

To put that in perspective, most 
microwave ovens output either 
750 or 1,100 watts of electricity 
and one kilowatt is equal to 1,000 
watts. So, 100 kilowatts should 
provide enough power to keep the 
lights on in a few midsize homes.

Further applications will be 
explored when the mobile units are 
scaled up and down, Graham said.  

Graham, 55, has an extensive 
construction background, lead-
ing or consulting on large projects 
across the country. He said heôs 
been blessed with mechanical 
know-how, but is dependent on 
his team of researchers to get The 
Energy Tunnel off the ground.

So far, the company has ob-

tained a few large contracts on the 
international level.

Currently, plans call for The 
Energy Tunnel Inc. ofýces and 
sales force to be in Tierra Verde, 
with manufacturing to take place 
on about 80 acres in the nearby 
industrial park within a year, 
Graham said. He said heôs mov-
ing from Manhattan Beach, Calif., 
to the Wichita area because of the 
available space and to tap into a 
talented pool of local engineers and 
manufacturers, including laid-off 
aircraft workers.

ñWeôve put some numbers to-
gether and if everything falls right, 
we could have about 500 jobs in 
about ýve years,ò Graham said.

Grahamôs wife, Bonnie Sills, 
is in charge of marketing for The 
Energy Tunnel as the companyôs 
executive vice president. Sheôs also 
worked on several ýlm and televi-
sion crews, including the comedy 

By Matt Heilman

Not much has been publicly discussed 
with the new USD 259 schools in Bel 
Aire since their ceremonial groundbreak-
ing in October, but work at the sites con-
tinues as the Wichita area looks forward 
to the schools opening in the fall of 2012. 

At the Jan. 4 Bel Aire City Council 
meeting, the council accepted a right-of-
way easement for Lycee Road, a future 
city-owned street that will run north and 
south along the new high school property 
at the northeast corner of 53rd North and 
Rock Road. The road will have two ac-
cess points, one off Rock Road and one 
off 53rd.

The council voted 5-0 to approve the 
easement for Lycee Road.

Bel Aire City Manager Ty Lasher said 
utilities are in place for the new high 
school and bids for the Lycee Road work 
and two other street projects will go out 
this month. The other projects include 
expansions to three lanes, leading to en-
trances at the new schools.

One expansion is from 53rd North and 
Rock east to the high school entrance off 

An artistôs rendition of Tierra Verde accompanies a sign for the development on the side of a trailer on the property near 
47th North and Webb Road. Tierra Verde developers have received a few commitments to build in the developmentôs ýrst 
phase, including The Energy Tunnel, which plans to move to Bel Aire from Southern California this year. 

Tierra Verde development gaining traction

See DEBT, Page 2

By Matt Heilman

In Bel Aire, three candidates 
ýled to run for two spots on the city 
council and one candidate ýled to 
run for mayor. 

On the city council, incumbents 
Dave Sly and Carolyn Marlier ýled 
to stay on the council. They face 
a challenger in Bel Aire resident 

Maurice (Moe) Terrebonne. The 
top two vote-getters will be elected.

Sly is seeking his second term 
on the council. He said he wants to 
see through unýnished business in 
the city. 

ñWeôve got positive things going 
in the city, and I want to see these 
things come to fruition,ò Sly said. 

He also said he wants to stay on 
the council to be part of the group 
that aims to keep the city on track 
ýnancially trying to manage its 
debt. 

Marlier has served on the Bel 
Aire council for nearly 12 years. 
She said sheôs seeking another term 

because she enjoys serving the city 
sheôs lived in for 45 years. She said 
she also wants to help keep the mill 
levy down as much as possible. 

ñIôm very passionate about Bel 
Aire,ò Marlier said. ñI enjoy work-
ing with the council and the staff 
we have now. I just want to make 
Bel Aire the best place it can be to 
live.ò

Terrebonne said he wants to run 
ñto help Bel Aire anyway (he) can.ò 
He said the council needs to take 
a harder look at every item on the 
city budget and thinks more should 
be done to market available land in 
the city. 

Besides two council seats, Bel 
Aire residents will decide if they 
want to keep their current mayor 
in the April 5 general election. At 
the ýling deadline, Mayor Harold 
Smith is unopposed.

Smith said his top priority to 
serve another mayoral term is to 
help the city manage its land debt. 

ñWe have a long way to go, but 
we have also come a long way, and 
I believe I can help ýnish the job,ò 
Smith said.

He said his second priority is 
to make sure that citizens keep 
informed with what goes on at City 
Hall.

See ENERGY, Page 2 See STREETS, Page 2




