
By Matt Heilman

A lot of development is in 
the works near K-254 for Bel 
Aire and Kechi. While look-
ing forward to new schools, 
homes and businesses near the 
highway between Woodlawn 
and Greenwich, thereôs a dark 
side of growth near K-254 
that authorities are address-
ing.

Three wrecks in the span 
of three days brought to the 
surface safety concerns at 
intersections of K-254. All 
three wrecks occurred within 
a couple of miles of planned 
industrial, commercial or 
residential developments for 
Kechi and Bel Aire.

Two of the wrecks were 
fatal.

After two people were 
killed and one injured at 
Greenwich and K-254 on 
Aug. 14, a Bel Aire woman 
was killed and a man injured 
at about 2:20 a.m. Aug. 16 at 
K-254 and Webb Road.

The Bel Aire woman was 
29-year-old Shenai Richert.

About two weeks after the 
highway casualties, Kansas 
Highway Patrol Trooper Gary 
Warner said the accidents 
were still under investigation, 
regarding circumstances lead-
ing up to the wrecks.

ñThe one thing that we do 
know is that the motorists that 
attempted to cross 254 either 
on Webb or on Greenwich 
failed to do what they were 
required to do at the stop 
sign,ò Warner said. ñThey ei-
ther did not stop or they failed 
to yield after they stopped. 
And those are the two things 
that are required of motor-
ists when they encounter a 
stop sign on the roadway that 
theyôre driving on. They must 
ýrst come to a complete stop, 
then yield to any trafýc they 
might interfere with after they 
enter that intersection.ò

Warnerôs common-sense 
message of looking both ways 
is more complicated on the 

high-speed stretch of state 
highway.

The speed limit on most of 
K-254 is 70 mph. Eastbound 
and westbound motorists 
routinely exceed this limit, 
authorities said.

Motorists crossing or turn-
ing onto K-254 donôt always 
properly judge how fast cross 
trafýc is going or realize 
they might have to stop twice 
when trying to cross all four 
lanes of the divided highway, 
Warner said.

Warner, Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation public 
affairs manager Tom Hein and 
Benton Police Chief Charles 
Hefton were on hand to 
answer questions and address 
concerns at a K-254 safety 
meeting Aug. 30 in Benton.

The three-man panel was 
joined by about 150 people 
inside Benton Church, which 
sits at the intersection of 
K-254 and Main Street in 
Benton.

Among the suggestions 
received from the audience 
were adding rumble strips 
leading to stop signs, making 
stop signs larger, or adding 
þashing lights to them, having 

acceleration and decelera-
tion lanes to keep motorists 
turning off or on to K-254 
away from passing vehicles 
and replacing yield signs with 
stop signs at intersections like 
K-254 and Greenwich, where 
motorists donôt always seem 
to understand what it means 
to yield.

Hein took notes on the 
suggestions and said that 
some changes were on the 
way, including the larger stop 
signs, which are now pres-
ent at the interchanges, along 
with rumble strips, in Butler 
County and on Greenwich 
Road, going northbound. 

Rumble strips could also 
be added to Rock Road. 

Hein said other suggestions 
were included in a report re-
leased by KDOT engineers.

After the three mid-Au-
gust wrecks on K-254, Bel 
Aire Police Chief John Daily 
said ofýcials should look into 
putting up stoplights near the 
intersection of K-254 and 
Rock Road, which is near the 
future USD 259 high school 
in Bel Aire as well as Kechiôs 
Rock Pointe subdivision and 
planned adjacent commercial 

development. 
Hein said it takes ña lot 

of accidentsò for a stoplight 
to be added to an intersec-
tion. He said stoplights donôt 
always work on highways 
because you get some rear-
end collisions with following 
motorists not stopping in time 
to avoid the car in front of 
them.

Hein said steps will be 
taken to adjust to increased 
K-254 trafýc on the north-
east edge of Wichita, but he 
doesnôt yet know what all 
needs to be done. He said 
KDOT has a K-254 upgrade 
between El Dorado and Wich-
ita on a list, but there arenôt 
available funds to tackle the 
large-scale project.

ñThere will be some 
changes,ò Hein said on Aug 
30. ñUpgrading the freeway 
from Wichita to El Dorado is 
on our list, but unfortunately, 
the list is longer than the 
notes I took tonight.ò

Bel Aire City Manager 
Ty Lasher discussed a point 
from state ofýcials that most 
accidents on K-254 have 
resulted from ñextenuat-
ing circumstances,ò where a 
driver didnôt pay attention or 
misjudged the speed of east 
and westbound trafýc. 

Lasher said heôs spoken 
with Daily about potential 
safety precautions the state 
may consider adding to the 
intersections. Along with 
stoplights, Lasher discussed 
one precaution that may not 
be as safe as it seems, þashing 
lights on the stop signs. 

Lasher said Daily told 
him that the þashing lights 
can serve as a distraction for 
impaired drives, who focus on 
the lights and donôt notice the 
signs below them. 

ñI think the hard part is 
going to be coming up with a 
solution that works in ev-
ery situation, if someoneôs 
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By Matt Heilman

The City of Bel Aire has decided to move on from the 
drawn-out battle over jail fees.

City Manager Ty Lasher said the city reached a settle-
ment with the county that will leave Bel Aire paying 37 
percent of the delinquent jail fees compiled through 2009 
and pay off the full amount compiled in 2010. On Jan. 1, 
Bel Aire owed about $95,000 and $96,000 in unpaid fees.

With the settlement, theyôll pay about $35,000 in 
delinquent fees, plus the full amounts charged from the 
start of this year.

Bel Aire has enough money reserved to pay for all the 
due fees.

When the daily jail fees were ýrst issued a couple 
of years ago, several Sedgwick County cities felt that 
having to pay the county the $2.09 hourly fee to house 
inmates at the county jail amounted to double taxation, 
with property taxes already paying for the jailôs opera-
tion.

In December 2008, The Breeze reported on Sedgwick 
Countyôs lawsuit against ýve communities for not pay-
ing jail fees. The ýve-city group included Bel Aire, Park 
City, Wichita, Haysville and Goddard.

Park City and Goddard settled with Sedgwick County 
early this year. After unanimously agreeing to attempt to 
settle at the Jan. 26 council meeting, Park City was re-
warded by only having to pay 26 percent of the total due 
amount. The city also had to carry on paying the fees.

A few months later, Haysville settled, leaving Bel Aire 
and Wichita the lone combatants against the county.

By Matt Heilman

Two bordering cities are looking into a partnership to 
increase efýciency and beneýt economic development.

At the Sept. 9 Kechi City Council meeting, City Admin-
istrator Mark Tallman discussed the emphasis of commer-
cial growth in Kechi and some of the commonalities the 
community shares with Bel Aire.

Tallman requested permission from the council to spend 
time with Bel Aire City Manager Ty Lasher to explore cost 
efýciency and the potential to share resources where the 
cities meet, primarily near K-254 where the bulk of Kechi 
and Bel Aireôs growth is expected to take place in the next 
decade.

ñ(Kechi) is interested in economic development just like 
we are,ò Lasher said on Sept. 13.

Tallman said communication with Bel Aire is crucial for 
future development. For example, he said each city should 
know what the other has in mind for developing certain 
areas so there are no conþicting situations, like adjoining 
residential and industrial properties.

Most of Kechiôs development is just north of K-254, 
while Bel Aireôs is just south of the state highway. Besides 
commercial development, thereôs residential growth on the 
way between Greenwich and Rock Road near K-254.

The staple of Kechiôs residential development is the 
Rock Pointe subdivision, near 53rd North on Rock Road. 
At Kechiôs Aug. 12 council meeting, developers discussed 
the undeveloped commercial property between Rock Pointe 
and K-254 called Northpoint Center.

On Aug. 12, Northpoint Center developer Lee Marotte 
told the Kechi council he thought a convenience store 
would be a good ýt for Northpoint Center.

The future sight of a USD 259 high school near the intersection of 53rd North and Rock Road is about one mile 
south of K-254. The intersection of K-254 and Rock Road is a major point of emphasis regarding K-254 safety 
concerns.

See K-254, Page 6

Matt Heilman

K-254 will only get busier

The intersection at K-254 and Webb Road is one point 
where Bel Aire City Manager Ty Lasher said heôd like 
to see a raised interchange, similar to the interchange 
at K-254 and Webb Road near Kechi.

See JAIL, Page 6
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