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By Matt Heilman

The Bel Aire City Council 
had difýcult decisions to make 
and not much time to make 
them. From the time annual 
budget talks started near the be-
ginning of summer, the council 
had to keep the city aþoat 
without burdening taxpayers or 
eliminating municipal services.

Add to that the cityôs land 
debt that nearly cost it its 
charter, and itôs no wonder 
that drastic budget cuts were 
rumored.

Rumors began to circulate 
about a switch in ýre services 
from Sedgwick County to the 
City of Wichita, and cuts to 
city services.

Besides considering whether 
to switch ýre services from 
Sedgwick County to the City of 

Wichita and the potential loss 
of personnel in the Bel Aire 
Police Department, the discus-
sion item that drew the biggest 
public response was the future 
of the Bel Aire Rec Center.

For about three months, rec 
center director Brian Hayes 
and his staff carried on with 
day-to-day duties while facing 
the possibility that their facility 
would be closed.

ñThere was some unrest 
among staff, Iôm not gonna lie 
to ya,ò Hayes said. ñWe just 
worked hard to do what we 
could to give the council and 
administrator what he needed 
to make some decisions.ò 

At the Aug. 3 council 
meeting, about 50 rec center 

By Chris Strunk

Three people were killed and three 
were injured in three separate wrecks 
in a span of three days on K-254.

Now, state highway ofýcials are 
looking at the highwayôs intersections 
with Greenwich, Webb and Rock Road 
to determine whether additional safety 
measures can be taken there.

The wrecks occurred Aug. 14 and 

Aug. 16. 
Two people were killed Aug. 14 and 

one was injured when three vehicles 
collided at Greenwich and K-254. 

The Kansas Highway Patrol said 
Michael A. Turner, 45, of El Dorado, 
and Lance P. Smith, 53, also of El Do-
rado, died when the vehicle they were 
in collided with a truck at K-254 and 
Greenwich.

The patrol said it was unclear 

who had been driving the 2003 Ford 
passenger car. It was northbound on 
Greenwich and failed to stop at the K-
254 stop sign, colliding with an east-
bound truck driven by Steven Cloud, 
52, of Benton. Cloud suffered injuries 
and was taken to St. Francis.

The collision sent Cloudôs truck 
into a third vehicle, which also was 
eastbound on the highway. None of the 
ýve people inside was hurt, the patrol 

said.
About 2:20 a.m. Aug. 16, a two-

vehicle wreck killed a woman and in-
jured a man on K-254 and Webb Road.

The patrol said a 2005 Chevy Trail-
blazer driven by Hunter Vaught, 18, 
of Cassoday, was eastbound on K-254 
when a 2004 Mitsubishi Galant driven 

By Matt Heilman

Bel Aire is a fun place to live, at least according to a 
recent designation awarded to the city. In early August, 
Bel Aire city ofýcials heard that their community was 
selected as a 2010 
Playful City USA 
community. 

Bel Aire is one 
of 118 communi-
ties in 35 states that 
received the honor 
from KaBOOM!, 
National Campaign 
for Play, a non-proýt 
organization pushing 
for communities to 
encourage children 
to play outdoors and 
exercise. 

Bel Aire man-
agement intern 
Rebecca Meyer said 
KaBOOMôs mission 
is to increase play 
throughout the nation. 

ñWe will be doing 
things throughout 
the community to 
increase the access, 
quantity and quality 
of play,ò Meyer said. 

Apart from the 
rec center, Bel Aireôs 
most visible play 
spot is Bel Aire Park 
near 45th North and 
Woodlawn. Bel Aire 
has several other 
public parks in the 
community, but most 
of them are within 
housing develop-
ments, not as visible 
from the townôs main 
streets. 

With the available places for children to play outdoors 
in Bel Aire, Meyer said the city came up with a commit-
ment to play and went through an application process. 

Play Day
Bel Aire will host a Play 

Day for the community 
with games and activities 
to get families healthy and 
active outside, kicking off 
its campaign to encourages 
residents to play.

The Play Day will start 
at 1 p.m. Sept. 18 at the 
Bel Aire Recreation Center, 
5251 E. 48th North.

Kids activities will in-
clude outdoor ýeld games, 
such as Frisbee golf, bean 
bag toss and water bal-
loons. Snacks and bever-
ages will be available.  

For more information 
about volunteering, contact 
Rebecca Meyer at 744-
2451 or rmeyer@belaireks.
gov.

By Matt Heilman

After eight years representing 
District 1 on the Sedgwick County 
Commission, Dave Unruh is seeking 
another re-election. He received the 
Republican nod after he ran unop-
posed in the August primary. 

Looking ahead, Unruh weighed 
in on a couple of key issues left on 
the commission table, as well as his 
Democratic opponent in November, 

Betty Arnold, who works with the 
Kansas Department of Social and 
Rehabilitation Services serves on the 
Wichita school board. 

Unruh said heôs happy to be seek-
ing a third term on the commission 
and hopes to continue his efforts in a 
couple of areas that remain unsettled. 

One of the main challenges for 
the council is the overcrowding of 
Sedgwick County Jail. Unruh said 
heôs worked on the jail overcrowding 

issue for the last six years, including 
serving on the Criminal Justice Coor-
dinating Council. 

He also supported the construction 
of the National Center for Aviation 
Training facility at 4004 N. Webb. 

Unruh said his involvement and 
experience make him the best choice 
to represent District 1 for at least four 
more years. 

While thereôs a lot Unruh said heôd 
like to accomplish on the commission, 

he said he wasnôt willing to rush any 
decisions to get attention. 

ñI think weôve got a lot of initia-
tives in action and things going up,ò 
Unruh said. ñI donôt want to rush any 
initiatives just to put my name on it. 
I want to move forward, but I donôt 
want to get out of bounds.ò

Overall, Unruh said he feels like 
heôs the better choice for District 1 
because heôs worked on key issues 
and represents the will of Sedgwick 

County. 
Arnold said the commission should 

have addressed some of the unre-
solved issues in Sedgwick County 
before they became problem areas. 
For example, she said problems with 
jail overcrowding were on the horizon 
in 2000.

ñWhat concerns me is that we 
waited for the train wreck to occur 

See PLAY, Page 2

See ELECTION, Page 2

The Bel Aire Rec Center at 5251 E. 48th North will be operating on a decreased budget in 2011, but the facility 
will stay open and fully staffed. 

Bel Aire Rec Center director Brian Hayes uses the 
facilityôs tractor to aerate Bermuda grass near one of 
the baseball ýelds. To save costs, Hayes said he and 
his staff handle most of the maintenance at the cen-
ter. See BUDGET, Page 2

See K-254, Page 2
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